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I. Bnsis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ | the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 2-10 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



l,la,lbjc 



, filed with the letter of 27 October 2004 (27.10.2004) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1-7 



filed with the letter of 27 October 2004 (27.10.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



1/3-3/3 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

m9 filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
1 I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

[ I contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I 1 The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

LH tne description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. ; ' 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig _ 



- I I ^ n ' s re P ort nas Deen ^ablished as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
X ' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed*' and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments mitst be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Cited documents 

This preliminary examination report makes reference 
to the following documents cited in the search 
report; the same numbering will be used throughout, 
the procedure : 



Dl: 



D2: 



D3 



D4 : 



D5 



D6 : 



WO 01 31593 A (SMITH GOWER; IMAGING 
TECHNOLOGIES PTY LTD (AU) ) , 3 May 2001 (2001- 
05-03) 

WO 01 00069 A (EXPRESS PAX LTD ; STEVENS 
RICHARD JOHN (GB) ) , 4 January 2001 (2001-01- 
04) 

WO 01 52199 A (CLAUSEN OLAF) , 19 July 2001 
(2001-07-19) 

WO 01 41605 A (GUARANTEED DELIVERIES COM), 14 
June 2001 (2001-06-14) 

DE 100 33 664 A (FASBENDER JOERG ; WEBER GERALD 
(DE) ) , 13 September 2001 (.2001-09-13) 
FR-A-2 561 949 (ARC SERVICES), 4 October 1985 
(1985-10-04) 



2. 



PCT Article 34(2) (b) : 



Tn the new claim, the former claim ft has been 
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combined with parts of the features of the former 
claims 1, 5. and 6. 

This combination of claims was not part of the 
original application. 

In particular, the first alternative in the original 
claim 8 provided for the electronic parcel mailbox 
installation to generate if necessary a postal mail 
identification code when a postal mail was delivered 
(first alternative px-eceded by and/or) . There is no 
basis in the original application for the 
combination of this alternative with features of 
claims 1,5 and 6; the present claim 1 therefore 
does not meet the requirements of PCT Article 
• 34(2) (b) . 

On the contrary, the other alternative provided in 
the original claim 8, i.e. the detection by the 
electronic parcel mailbox installation of a postal 
mail identification code when postal mail is 
delivered, corresponds to the original claim 1 and 
can therefore also be combined with the original 
claims 5 and 6. 

2.2 Moreover, the original claim 8 states that the 

postal mail identification codes are is detected 
and/or evaluated by a data processing system that 
stores transport data during subsequent postal mail 
handling operations. However, this implies that the 
identification code was previously stored. The 
inclusion in the original claim 8 of the second 
feature of the characterising part of the original 
claim 1 gives to a person skilled in the art 
additional information, i.e. where the storage can 
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take place. In this respect, the new claim l'thus 
also fails to meet the requirements of PCT Article 
34(2) (b). 

2.3 The new claim 1 contains the features of the 

original claims 5 and 6. According to the original 
claim 5, the presence "of a sum of money and/or 
information having a predeterminable monetary value" 
was determined. The original claim 6, which referred 
back to the original claim 5, contained however the 
restriction that the identification code contained 
the information of monetary value . 

This means that there is no basis in the original 
application under PCT Article. 34 (2) (b) for the 
alternative in the original claim 5 according to 
which the presence of a sum of money is determined, 
in combination with the additional feature of the 
original claim 6. Only the alternative in which the 
presence of information of monetary value is 
determined has a basis in the original application, 
in combination with the additional feature of the 
original claim 6 . 



2.4 



According to page 6, lines 21-26 of the original 
application, the number cii~cles (S, M, L, XL, F) on 
the label stand in direct relation to the mailbox 
size (S, xM, L, XL) and when an identification code 
or identification belonging to the number circle S 
is scanned or detected, only a small mailbox is 
opened . 



Number circles related to particular price levels 
are not mentioned anywhere; in lines 17-20, only a 
t>o hi r nrirp snalp arnordina f.n mailbox size or- ^ 
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price valid for all parcels is vaguely mentioned. 

Consequently, the features on lines 21-25 of the new 
claim 1 have no basis in the original application; 
this addition does not meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 34 (2) (b) . 

2.5 A corresponding observation also applies to the 
corresponding passages on pages 1 and lc of the 
description. ...... 

3. Novelty , inventive step: 

3.1 Preliminary observation: 

The number and type of objections raised against the 
present application under PCT Article 34(2) (b) and 
PCT Article 6 make it difficult to assess the claims 
for novelty and inventive step. 

3.2 Claim 1: 

Dl discloses a method for conveying postal mail 
using an electronic parcel mailbox installation. The 
customer can pay a predeterminable sum of money at 
the parcel mailbox installation and an 
identification code containing information of 
monetary value is provided (since credit is rendered 
possible by the identification code); see page 3, 
lines 2-13; page 4, lines 2-6; page 5, lines 1-22; 
page 6, lines 25-27; page 8, lines 4-5; page 12, 
lines 7-34. 

D2 also discloses a method for conveying postal mail 
provided with an identification code (package code 
on page 3, paragraph 2; item code on page 4, 
Daraaraoh 2; oackaae ID on paoe 11, paraaraDh 1) in 
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a mailbox of an electronic parcel mailbox 
installation (box) . The identification code is 
detected and stored in the electronic mailbox 
installation (page 11, paragraph 1, lines 4-6) . 

D3 discloses a method for conveying postal mail in 
which a parcel number is detected and transmitted to 
a central administration computer for controlling 
the movement of goods (see the passages cited in the 
search report and page 5, line 14 - page 6, line 
16) . 

D4 also relates to a method of this type (see page 
13, lines 10-19/ page 19, lines 7-30) . 

In each of the documents D1-D4, the electronic 
parcel mailbox installation detects, when postal 
mail is delivered, the identification code (by means 
of a bar code, RF or IR connection, etc.) . The 
electronic parcel mailbox installation of the 
systems in Dl (abstract), D2 (page 8, last 
paragx-aph; page 13, paragi~aphs 4-6; figure 8), D3 
(page 9, line 36 - page 10, line 17) and D4 (page 
19, line 31 - page 21, line 8) are designed to 
receive and identify postal mail to be sent. This 
implied the use of the identification code during 
subsequent handling steps, when that is not already 
explicitly mentioned. 

Moreover, a person skilled in the field of mail 
sorting generally knows that an identification code 
can be applied to sort and route postal mail, the 
identification referring to address or sorting 
information in a data base (in particular in the 
fi^ld of ^ntnm^t- i <- adHrpss rppnanitinn assnriafpH 
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with video coding stations instead of address 
information which is also applied to the postal 
mail) . 

Each of the documents Dl to D4 therefore discloses 
the essential features of claim 1 of the present 
application. 

The features which distinguish the subject matter of 
claim 1 of the present application from those 
documents are generally known to a person skilled in 
the art, when their use for the same purpose as in 
the present application is not already known from 
each of the other documents Dl to D4 . Consequently, 
the subject matter of claim 1 is not inventive (PCT 
Article 33 (3) ) . 

3.3 Dependent claims 2-7: 

The features of the dependent claims are generally 
known to a person skilled in the art, insofar as 
their use for the same purpose as in the present 
application is not already known from the search 
report citations, and therefore also fail to involve 
an inventive step. 

4. Box VII: 



4.1 The features of the claims are not followed by 

reference signs in parentheses (in oi-der to improve 
the readability of the claims) . This applies to both 
the preamble and the characterising part (see PCT 
Guidelines III-4.11). 



5. 



Box VIII: 
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5.1 The present claim 1 no longer indicates that postal 
mail is delivered to a box of the electronic parcel 
mailbox installation. However, reference is 
subsequently made to said box in lines 21 and 24 . 
Claim 1 thus does not meet the requirements of FCT 
Article 6 for clarity. 



5.2 Claim 1 contains the words "and/or" in lines 7, 11, 
12 and 20. As a result, claim 1 contains a total of 
16 alternatives, making it difficult to determine 
the subject matter for which protection is sought . 
Also for this reason, claim 1 does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 6 for clarity and 
conciseness. See, in this respect, also points 2.1 
and 2 . 3 above . 

5.3 It is not clear from the wording of claim l whether 
a delivery agent delivers postal mail which he 
already transported to the parcel mailbox 
installation or whether a customer delivers postal 
mail to be conveyed by a delivery agent to a box of 
a parcel mailbox installation. Also for this reason, 
claim 1 does not meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 6 for clarity. Moreover, this lack of 
clarity makes it possible to read in claim 1 
features from documents Dl to D4 which relate to the 
one or the other situation. 

5.4 According to claim 1, in certain circumstances no 
check is carried out to determine whether the 
identification code contains information having a 
predeterminable monetary value, only a check whether 
a sum of money is present. Claim 1 can thus also be 
construed to apply to a situation in which a 
customer oavs for sottir sp.rvi re or nrodunt at the 
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5.5 



5.6 



parcel mailbox installation. The simple fact that 
the identification code contains information of 
monetary value could also be broadly interpreted and 
includes, for example, the case of an extra stamp 
affixed to the parcel. 

The sequence of process steps mentioned in lines 8- 
13 of claim 1 is net logical and is therefore 
unclear. Normally, information is first stored and 
then analysed. 

It is not clear what is the relationship between the 
price scale and the information having a 
predeterminable monetary value mentioned in line 20 
of claim 1. 



5.7 



No examples of the embodiment in independent claim 1 
are depicted in the drawings, since the customer 
always selects a mailbox size. 



